December 15, 14
Attention:
Julia Marth
Associate Editor
International Journal of Conflict and Violence

Reference:  The Relationship between Homicide and Suicide: A narrative and conceptual review of violent death
Dear Editor
I am pleased to re-submit the manuscript referenced above for consideration for publication in the International Journal of Conflict and Violence. I hope that this re-submission addresses and clarifies the comments made by the reviewer. 

A response to the reviewers’ comments (bolded) follows:

I appreciate what the reviewer found appealing namely the breath of the study and it’s logical transition from one discipline to another over time. I have tried my best to balance this aspect with the following criticisms as follows. 

1. The illustration is cursory 

· I have amended the introduction to make it clear that while at the same time trying to give breadth to the ideas this is not an exhaustive overview. This is noted on page 3, paragraph 1. 

· At the same time I have strengthened certain sections to provide more depth to the overall arc of the argument. Included is a larger dissection of Durkheim (1897) and the trend that evolved after his work to consider homicide and suicide as two separate fields of study, as noted on page 11, paragraph 2.
· A more thorough examination of Wu’s (2003) study is included, page 14 paragraph 2, in which he examines in more detail elements of the stream analogy.

· This is followed by a similarly more in depth discussion of Batton’s (1999), page 14 paragraph 3, temporal analysis of the relationship between homicide and suicide and variables related to external sources of blame

· Work by Lester (1994;1996) focused on the relationship between social variables and violent death in the US and globally is also further described on page 15, paragraph 2.  

2. The paper is presented sequentially.
· I have kept the temporal sequence structure relatively similar to previous. While I recognize there are faults in this presentation, I think the simplicity of this approach allows the reader to see the view the social change over time. However, the individual sections themselves do not necessarily flow sequentially this is most apparent in section 5: Violent death as a social phenomenon (page 9, paragraph 3) where work is presented more thematically as opposed to temporally. 
3. The reviewer asks that we provide a more thorough discussion of the otherwise heterogeneous approaches to the relationship between violent death and provide a theoretical framework that attempts to explain the discordant understandings of the relationship between homicide and suicide. 
I have attempted to provide some clarity to this point. The discussion section has now been extensively reworked. 

· I have provided an expanded understanding of Unnithan’s stream analogy, page 18, paragraph 3. 

· I provide a more thorough explanation of discordant conclusions on the relationship between homicide and suicide on page 19, paragraph 2-4. Here I again cite the work of Batton (1999), Whitt (1994) and that of Lane (1979) to more expressly make my point. 

· Additionally, I provide a framework that rests on elements of the stream analogy but that emphasizes the social structural and cultural elements underpinning rates of violent death. An analogy of the spokes of a wheel is employed as opposed to that of a stream to aid my point (page 19, paragraph 2-3).
· I also provide two suggestions for improved study on the relationship between homicide and suicide: “Future research implicating social forces on the relationship between homicide and suicide may benefit from two entities 1. more elaborate classification systems and 2. more robust system of data collection” (page 20, paragraph 1). I elaborate on changes to classification systems (page 20, paragraph 2, page 20) and data collection (paragraph 3-page 21 paragraph 2).

Again I hope that this revised version will strengthen efforts in understanding of violent death. I agree that I have read and approve of the contents of the attached manuscript. I certify that this manuscript is being submitted to the International Journal of Conflict and Violence only and is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.

C. Bills conceived of and wrote this study. C. Bills is affiliated with Stanford University Section of Emergency Medicine.

I greatly appreciate your reviewing this manuscript.


Sincerely,

Corey Bills MD, MPH
