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Editorial
Letter from the Editors

Dear Reader,

This time our focus section features work from the first conference hosted by IJCV. In 2011 Donatella della Porta and Gary LaFree, both members of the jour-
nal’s advisory board, brought together in Bielefeld experts from around the world to thoroughly debate the question of radicalization and de-radicalization. In 
contrast to prior approaches that mostly focused on the context of terrorism, the aim of this focus section is to present work employing new theoretical and 
methodological approaches to generate findings that go well beyond terrorism and related phenomena and thus contribute to a more comprehensive under-
standing of the processes, dynamics, and mechanisms of radicalization and de-radicalization. Our heartfelt thanks go to the two guest editors – as well as the 
entire conference team – for realising this ambitious project and for putting together this collection of papers. 

The open section contains two articles of additional interest. Rafi Nets-Zehngut uses the example of the 1948 Palestinian exodus to describe the char-
acteristics of internal and external collective memories in Israeli society. The section closes with a contribution by Claudia Diehl and Jan-Philipp Steinmann 
who explore the impact of the release and public discussion of Thilo Sarrazin’s book Deutschland schafft sich ab (Germany abolishes itself) on public per-
ception of immigrants in Germany.
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